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Sparks | 


Allen Motor Co., Cedar Rapids, 
Ia., puts out a nifty “Victory News” 
for its employes serving in the 
armed forces. 

ok * 

Auto dealers got another strong 
voice in Congress last week with 
the seating of Dean Gillespie, 
Denver dealer, who won @ spe- 
cial election for representative. 

Ed * * 


Washington newspapermen, poll- 
ed by Look magazine, have se- 
lected Gen. Marshall as the na- 
tion’s “most useful official” and 
Secretary of Labor Frances Per- 
kins as the “least useful.” 

* * ok 


Alas, Mr. ‘A’ 

St. Louis’ OPA office is allow- 
ing special gas allotments for 
those seeking public offices. 

Seems as though everybody but 
the A-card holder can get it. 


* * * 


Punish Sellers 

War Department is taking dis- 
ciplinary action against officers in- 
volved in the low-price sale of 
“salvage” batteries to civilians 
several months at the Ogden 
(Utah) depot. : 


Up to You! ; 

Will auto makers do business in 
postwar with their new wartime 
suppliers? 

That, according to one automo- 
tive executive, depends on _ the 
ingenuity and merit of the old sup- 
pliers as well as that of the new- 
comers. 


* * * 


Whose Nickel? 

A soldier parked a jeep beside a 
parking meter in Charlotte, N. C., 
the other day, and a_ bystander 
remarked: “Better put a nickel in 
the meter, soldier.” 

Retorted the soldier: “You put in 
a nickel, mister. It belongs to you 
as much as to me.” 

* ok x 


Challenge to Industry 
WPB is seeking business men 
to handle the reconversion pro- 
gram, but the boys are abandon- 
ing Washington in droves. 
Therefore, warn WPB officials, 
don’t be surprised if we have to 
call on New Dealers and bureau- 
crats to supervise industry’s 
biggest task. 
ae 


Watch Out! 

Fifty junior executives of Cleve- 
land Graphite have asked WLB to 
permit them to work six eight- 
hour days a week in the plant, de- 
voting another two hours daily to 
their office job with the aid of a 
full-time woman assistant. 

Dr. William P. Edmunds, area 
WMC director, endorsed the plan 
to ease the plant’s labor shortage; 
opined that “it may prove to have 
revolutionary implications if it is 
demonstrated that an _ executive 
can make all his important deci- 
sions in two hours a day.” 

ok * * 


Yield Cut 36% 

Wartime demands for petroleum 
products have reduced by 36 per- 
cent the yield of automotive gaso- 
line from a 42-gallon barrel of crude 
oil, Petroleum Administrator Har- 
old Ickes disclosed last week. 

PAW chart shows that a 42- 
gallon barrel of crude oil before 
Pearl Harbor yielded 18 gallons of 
automotive gasoline and only one- 
half gallon of all grades of avia- 
tion gasoline. Today, the 42-gallon 
barrel of crude yields 11% gallons 
of automotive gasoline and 4% 
gallons of aviation fuel and special 
military gasoline. 


* 


DETROIT, MAY 8, 1944 


DIGEST EDITION 


Automotive News, the Newspaper of the Industry, recognizes 
that spot news in wartime is more important to its subscribers 
than in peacetime. This is especially true since Automotive News 
has broadened its editorial policy to include also ordnance and 
aircraft news. To fulfill its 52-times-a-year obligation, AUTOMOTIVE 
News publishes this Digest Edition. Necessarily, the news in 
this edition will be condensed. Alternate weekly editions, how- 
ever, will carry news, illustrations, regular departments and 
advertising as heretofore. 

(Next Regular Edition, Including Service Section, May 15) 


$4 Per Year, 15¢ Per Copy 


Termination Bill Passed by Senate 


Votes Down Kilgore Amendment to Include Surplus Goods Disposal Plan; 
Used Car Stocks Rise in Chicago; 47,000 New Cars Left; 
Increased Tire Output Boosts Rations for May 


The Senate Thursday by a practically 
unanimous vote passed the George- 
Murray contract termination bill. An 
effort by Senator Kilgore to amend the 
measure so as to include a provision for 
disposing of surplus war goods, was overwhelmingly de- 
feated. The Kilgore amendment would have put into effect 
the outstanding surplus property sale provisions supported 
by NADA, but also carried a provision which would permit 
the Small War Plants Corp. to have initial access to any 
surplus goods. 

The George-Murray bill would place responsibility for 
settlement of war contracts with agencies making the con- 
tracts; calls for the General Accounting Office to review 
the settlements for fraud but without authority to hold up 
proceedings; provides means for getting floor space cleared 
of government property within 60 days, so as to speed 
reconversion. 

xk & 


A significant sidelight on rationing 
was revealed last week with release 
by the Chicago Automobile Trade 
Assn. of its monthly used car sales 
and inventory report, based on re- 
turns from 169 Cook County dealers. The survey showed 
that only 36 rationed used 1942 models were sold during 
March, that stocks on Apr. 1 amounted to 224 of these 
units, and that the supply was 187 days, as against 84 
days for all models. 

The 84 days’ supply compared with 82.9 days March 1, 
and marked the third successive monthly increase. By 
contrast, each month last year from Jan. 1 to May 1 
brought a steady decline in days’ supply. In addition to 
reversing the seasonal trend, the Apr. 1 supply of 84 days 
was sharply higher than the 60 days figure on the same 
date last year. Sales during March totaled 1,026 used cars, 
and inventories Apr. 1 amounted to 2,873. Leading among 
models were 1941s, with sales of 305 cars and inventories 


of 915. 
x *k * 

About 47,000 new passenger auto- 
mobiles remain in dealers’ inven- 
tories as of May 1, OPA an- 
nounced last week. At the begin- 
ning of rationing in February, 
1942, the nation’s stockpile was about 532,000 new cars. 
The estimate is based on a recently completed tabulation 
of reports received from dealers throughout the country 
giving their inventories as of last Dec. 31. As of that date, 
the tabulation shows that there were 78,000 new cars on 
hand. Since then about 31,000 new cars have been released 
under rationing, leaving 47,000 new cars still available 
for essential users. 

Rationing will have to get tighter and tighter until 
new-car production is in sight, OPA said. Quotas and 
eligibility must be more and more restricted. The 47,000 


Senate Passes 
George-Murray 
Bill Swiftly 


Used Car Supply 
Rises Third Month 
In Row at Chicago 


47,000 New Cars 
Still in Stockpile 
Tighter Rules Due 


News in Brief 


charged in March, 1942, which- 


Tax Aid 
WASHINGTON. — The House 
Ways and Means Committee will 
now proceed toward stream- 
lining corporation taxation, 
Chairman Robert M. Doughton, 
North Carolina Democrat, said 
last week after expressing con- 
fidence that Congress would 
pass legislation drawn up to 
simplify tax laws for individuals. 


ever is higher, the Office of 
Price Administration ruled last 
week. This ruling, effective May 
8, applies to any passenger car 
tire reliner made from scrap 
tires, regardless of size or ply. 


Henry Ford II Named 


DETROIT.—Henry Ford II, 
executive vice-president of Ford 
Motor Co., has been elected to 
the board of directors of the 
Automotive Council for War 
Production, succeeding Charles 
E. Sorensen, it was announced 
last week by Alvan Macauley, 
president of the council. 


Reliner Prices 
WASHINGTON. — Retailers 
may sell passenger-car tire re- 
liners made from scrap tires at 
highest they 


or the prices 


It’s No Time to Dream; 
War Isn’t Over Yet 


Just because there’s a lot of talk about the end of 
the war and the resumption of new-car production, a lot 
of auto dealers are taking their eyes off the ball—are 
prone to dream while letting immediate problems of 
manpower, parts, used cars and service solve themselves. 

Such overoptimism, warns Herman Schaefer, execu- 
tive secretary of the Automobile Dealers Assn. of 
Indiana, “may easily result in a breakdown in motor 
vehicle transportation or a heavy loss to the dealers 
resulting from the failure of new cars to materialize” 
as fast as these dealers may think. 

x k *& 

Like most Americans, auto dealers are apt to 
magnify signs that the war will soon be over; that 
new-car manufacture can be started the day following 
peace. We’re sure that the military is trying to end 
the war as soon as possible; we’re also certain that auto 
executives are bending every effort to speed reconver- 
sion when the go-ahead is given. 

But we’re equally certain that an auto dealer is 
doing himself and America’s transportation system 
great harm when he fails to concern himself with 
immediate problems. 

x k * 


It will be time to sit back and dream when the war 
is over and new cars start down the assembly line— 
whether it be 1944, 1945 or 1946. 


remaining new cars is a higher figure than the estimate 
made several months ago on the basis of the original 
dealer inventory taken over two years ago. Several factors 
account for the higher actual figure. 

First,.an increasing number of persons bought used 
1942 cars instead of new 1942’s. (Used 1942 cars are 
under rationing; other used cars are not.) Second, there 
was an increase during 1943 of the number of persons who 
were granted ration certificates by their local boards, but 
who for one reason or another did not use the certificate 
to buy a car. At the beginning of rationing more than 
two years ago, less than one person in 20 failed to use his 
ration certificate. At the present time one person in every 
10 does not use his certificate to buy a car, usually, OPA 
said, because he has been able to find an unrationed used 
car (earlier than 1942 —" to satisfy his needs. 

* * 

Larger rationing quotas of passenger 
tires and tubes, small truck tires 
and tubes and farm tractor and im- 
plement tires have been authorized 
for the current month by OPA. 
The increases were made possible, it was stated, by larger 
production of small-sized tires from synthetic rubber. The 
additional tires will take care of the increased demands 
during May from motorists who have just been made 
eligible for them. Under the new eligibility provisions all 
drivers using their cars for occupational driving (B and C 
drivers) and all small delivery trucks are now eligible for 
new passenger tires. 

Total May allocation of new passenger tires given to 
OPA by the Office of the Rubber Director is broken down 
into a quota of 875,525 and a reserve of 424,475. The 
reserve is not allocated directly to local boards, but is kept 
at the OPA national, regional and district offices for dis- 
tribution during the month to the boards on the basis of 
demand. In April, 1,050,000 new passenger tires were 
available for rationing by OPA’s local boards. The new 
passenger tube allocation was also raised from a total of 
850,200 in April (an announced April quota of 691,325 
plus a reserve of 158,875) to 1,100,000 in May. 


Increased Quotas 
Of Tires, Tubes 
Okayed by OPA 
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Not All Makers Plan 
To Expand Facilities 


By Pete Wemhoff 
Managing Editor 

DETROIT.—Not all auto manu- 
facturers are contemplating big 
expansion of their facilities for 
production of postwar cars, even 
though several companies have al- 
ready announced plans for increas- 
ing capacity by as much as 50 
percent. 

While assuming that the gov- 
ernment will clamp on produc- 
tion quotas for at least the first 
year of new-car manufacture, 


Postwar Road Bill 
Hearings Ended; 


Action Is Near 


WASHINGTON. — Hearings on 
postwar federal-aid highway legis- 
lation were completed last week. 
On Wednesday the House Roads 
Committee went into executive 
session and, according to Chair- 
man Robinson, a bill should be 
reported out early this week. 

Maj. Gen. Philip B. Fleming, 
administrator, Federal Works 
Agency, and Thomas H. MacDon- 
ald, commissioner, Public Roads 
Administration, appeared before 
the committee and expressed gen- 
eral approval of H.R. 2426, a bill 
that the committee has had under 
consideration for several months. 

Gen. Fleming declared proposed 
legislation would provide a shelf 
of public works plans of great im- 
portance and would aid materially 
in implementing that phase of the 
recent Baruch-Hancock report. He 
read into the record correspon- 
dence with President Roosevelt, in 
which the chief executive recom- 
mended the apportionment of cer- 
tain federal-aid funds for urban 
“highway development on a popula- 
tion basis. 

Commissioner MacDonald out- 
lined the historical development of 
federal highway policies. He told 
the committee that the minimum 
postwar highway construction pro- 
gram should be at least the aver- 
age of the 10-year period, 1933-42, 
plus an increment of one-third to 
make up for the lag in construc- 
tion during the war. 

MacDonald recommended that 
the cost of federal-aid projects be 
matched the first postwar year on 
a 75 percent federal, 25 percent 
state and local fund basis; the 
second year, 60 percent federal and 
40 percent state funds, and a re- 
turn to the 50-50 basis in the third 
year and thereafter. 

He favored a dual system of dis- 
tribution of the postwar federal- 
aid highway funds. This system 
would continue the present method 
of apportioning authorizations to 
the states on the basis of one- 
third population, one-third area, 
and one-third post road mileage, 
for highways outside urban areas; 
and apportionment to the states on 
the basis of population for high- 
ways inside the urban areas. 

The interregional system, as out- 
lined by the National Committee 
on Interregional Highways and re- 
ported to Congress by MacDonald, 
is, he said, an advancement in 
legislative history of highway 
transportation. He recommended 
that Congress approve the desig- 
nation of the proposed system of 
approximately 34,000 miles of high- 
ways. 


Studebaker Gets 
Its Second E 


SOUTH BEND. Studebaker 
Corp. was awarded its second 
Army-Navy E last week. Efficiency 
in the production of heavy-duty, 
multiple-drive, military trucks was 
recognized by a _ special citation 
from the War Department. 

The automotive division award 
follows a similar honor for the 
production of Wright Cyclone en- 
gines by the aviation division. 


Ga. Registrations Rise 
ATLANTA.—(UTPS)—The State Mo- 
tor Vehicle unit reported 472,598 auto- 
mobiles registered in Georgia as of 
Apr. 14, 1944, compared with 450,431 on 
the same date in 1943. 


one of the top executives of a 
large company declares that his 
firm will not expand its produc- 
tive facilities until the need is 
shown in sustained postwar de- 
mand. He does not question the 
huge pent-up demand for new 
cars, but his company believes 
in feeling its way befere burden- 
ing itself with extra facilities it 
later cannot use. 

How does this company expect | 
to obtain the extra volume | 
ently needed to fill essential de- | 
mand in the early postwar period? | 


At least for a year or so after; 
new-car production is resumed, 
this executive declares, his com- 
pany expects to operate its present 
facilities for 50 or 52 weeks a year 
instead of the prewar average of 
around 40 weeks. This alone, if 
everything runs smoothly, would 
add about 25 percent to the prewar 
volume of the same plants. This 
full schedule would not allow any 
time for changeovers, but the few 
changes that will be necessary, he 
feels, can be made without serious 
interruption of production. 

The same executive is hopeful 
that the efficiency of auto work- 
ers will return to prewar level 
by the end of the first year’s 
production of new cars. Worker 
efficiency in the auto plants, now 
turning out war materials in 
unprecedented volume, is down 
from 10 to 25 percent due to 
several factors, which he listed 
as follows: 

1. The loss of efficient and ex- 
perienced workers to the armed 
forces, and the_ substitution of 
women and older men who re- 
quired considerable training. 

2. Prewar experienced workers, 
now on war jobs, required consid- 
erable time to attain proficiency. 

3. A “leveling” among workers; 
that is, experienced workers on 
new jobs don’t want to do any 
more work than the “green” work- 
ers on the same jobs, who are 
getting equal pay. 

Hourly wage rates, now the high- 
est in history of the industry, will 
probably remain near present 
levels, he feels, with the result that 
the only way to reduce higher 
postwar car prices will be through 
labor-saving machinery. 


e os 
O’Neil, Jenkins 

AKRON.—Cyril F. O’Neil and 
Hayes R. Jenkins were elected 
directors of the General Tire & 
Rubber Co. at the recent annual 
meeting of shareholders. 

O'Neil, brother of William O'Neil, 
president, has been associated with 
the company since his graduation 
from Holy Cross. After serving 
with the company in Akron, he 
transferred his activities to Cleve- 
land, where he has been distribu- 
tor since 1922. 

Jenkins became general counsel 
in 1928, was made assistant secre- 
tary in 1933, and secretary in 1940. 


Government Vehicles 


Are Up For Sale 


DETROIT.—Used government 
automotive equipment is up for 
sale in various Treasury dis- 
tricts in the United States. The 
following items are being han- 
dled by Treasury Procurement, 
121 W. Adams St., Chicago 4: 

Bids to 11 a.m. May 19 

At Soil Conservation Service, 
Crab Orchard Creek, Carbon- 
dale, Ill.—12 trucks and 7 trail- 
ers. 

These are being handled by 
the Procurement office at 2005 
Fifth Ave., Seattle: 

Bids to 11 a.m. May 19 

At 702 N. Division St., Spo- 
kane—Ford sedan. 

At 131 E. Main Ave., Spokane 
—Hudson sedan. 

At Ordnance Service Com- 
mand Shop, Opportunity, Wash. 
—41 Plymouths and 8 Chevrolets. 

At General Land Office, 308 
Stapleton Bldg., Billings, Mont. 
—Ford sedan. 

At Central Garage, 
Mont.—Plymouth sedan. 
Bids to 11 a.m. May 22 

At Lend-Lease Warehouse, 
Portland—1940 Pontiac. 

At Hudson Sales & Service, 
734 S. Broadway, Marshfield, 
Ore.—two 1940 Hudsons. 


Va. Dealers 
To Hear Johnson 


At Convention 


RICHMOND. —Col. J. Monroe 
Johnson, new ODT director, will 
address the annual convention of 
the Automotive Trade Assn. of Vir- 
ginia which is scheduled at the 
John Marshall hotel here May 
17-18. 

Also on the program are a word- 
for-word reading of the new Vir- 
ginia dealer licensing law and an 
explanation, by Crawley F. Joyner, 
commissioner of motor vehicles, as 
to the administration and enforce- 
ment of this law. 

Government officials in charge 
of sales of used Army equipment 
will be on hand to give informa- 
tion and instructions to dealers for 
bidding on these vehicles. 


Dealer Certificates 
‘Halted by ODT 


WASHINGTON. — Certificates of 
War Necessity are not required for 
the operation of commercial motor 
vehicles by dealers or repair estab- 
lishments in the course of their 
rebuilding or reconditioning, under 
an amendment issued last week 
by the Office of Defense Transpor- 
tation. 

Arrangements have been made 
with OPA for the issuance of spe- 
| cial gasoline rations for this pur- 
pose, ODT officials said. Such ra- 
| tions will be limited to 200 miles 
of travel, however, unless the ODT 
certifies that adequate rail or 
|water facilities are not available 
to transport the vehicle the neces- 
sary distance. 


Helena, 


George Mason 
NEWBURGH, N. Y.—George Mason, 
84, who for many years had conducted 
an automobile sales and service busi- 
ness here, died April 16. A daughter 
‘and a sister survive. 





Maverick Hits Army View 
On Civilian Production 


WASHINGTON.— The view in 
some quarters that expansion of 
civilian production must await the 
defeat of Germany or Japan was 
vigorously challenged last week by 
Chairman Maury Maverick, of the 
Smaller War Plants Corp. 

Speaking at a formal press con- 
ference, Maverick insisted _ that 
civilian production should be au- 
thorized whenever materials and 
manpower are available without 
interfering with the war program. 

Sharply indicating that he was 
taking issue with a view held by 
the military, Maverick said: “A 
man might be a great general 
and still not be a great econo- 
mist.” 

It is understood that Maverick 
has teamed up with WPB Chair- 
man Donald M. Nelson to secure 
increased civilian production at the| 


{earliest possible time. 


| production might 


To reporters Maverick ac- 
knowledged that he was “in the | 
minority,” but predicted that he 
eventually would swing a ma- 
jority over to his point of view. 
For the present, he said, he ex- 
pected 8 compromise’ which 
would permit a small amount of 
civilian production in labor 
shortage areas. 

Asserting that industrial em- 
ployment had dropped 600,000 since 
November, and that a total drop of 
a million is expected before the 


}end of the war, Maverick said that 


“a certain amount” of nonmilitary 
be authorized 
provided labor hoarding by war in- 
dustries is stopped. 

Maverick indicated that he would 
fight efforts by some industrialists; 
to block reconversion until all| 
prewar competitors in any one line| 
could start back together. 
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| Strikes Spread in Auto Plants 


As Foremen Renew Fight 


By Robert M. Finlay 
Associate Editor 

DETROIT.— The long-standing 
dispute over whether foremen are 
entitled to  collective-bargaining 
guarantees under the Wagner 
Labor Act boiled over again last 
week, disrupting war production at 
Packard, Murray Corp., Briggs and 
Hudson plants. 

Meanwhile, at press time, un- 
authorized strikes of UAW-CIO 
members had affected Kelsey- 
Hayes Wheel, DeSoto Warren, 
and Republic Aircraft plants 
here. Across the river in Wind- 
sor, Canadian government concil- 
iators were attempting to settle 
a new strike at Ford Motor Co. 
of Canada. 

Robert H. Keys, national presi- 
dent of the Foreman’s Assn. of 
America, predicted that the fore- 
men’s strikes would spread even 
further. 

‘Until the WLB advises the FAA 
it has assumed jurisdiction in our 
case, I can do nothing to stop the 
men from striking,” Keys said. 
“On April 1 I received a telegram 
from the board saying they had 
our case under consideration and 
would reach a decision within a 
week. 

“No such decision was _ an- 
nounced, and the next word from 
the board was the back-to-work 
order, given without indication the 
board had accepted jurisdiction.” 

Last week WLB told the fore- 
men’s union that further action 
was being withheld pending a deci- 
sion of the National Labor Rela- 
tions Board, which could be “rea- 
sonably expected very shortly.” 
The foremen’s union has been 
fighting for union recognition since 
NLRB ruled a year ago that fore- 
mgm wore part of management and 


Patman Measure 
On Surpluses 


Is Delayed 


WASHINGTON. — The Patman 
surplus property bill has been set 
aside temporarily while the House 
Banking and Currency Committee 
considers the OPA measure. This 
bill may not be finished until 
around May 20. 

Meanwhile, the sale of motor 
vehicles goes ahead under Treas- 
ury Procurement. During last 
week, Ernest Olrich, a former of- 
ficial of the Munsingwear Co., of 
Minneapolis, was added to the 
procurement staff to help channel 
commodities. Surplus motors will 
come under his jurisdiction. There 
will be no change in selling pro- 
cedure, according to an _ official 
spokesman. 

Administration Officials are still 
hopeful that Congress will not 
pass any surplus property legis- 
lation for four or five months. 
They insist that experience in 
moving goods, rather than legisla- 
tion, is what is needed now. As a 
result of practical sales experience, 
new approaches are being thought 
out daily and they are proving 
beneficial, it is said. 

Thus far, it is reported, relations 
between NADA and procurement 
have been entirely satisfactory. 
The government Officials, under the 
direction of John L. Sullivan, as- 
sistant secretary of the treasury, 
have given every evidence of de- 
siring to cooperate, according to 
NADA Officials. 

If assurance could be given that 
present working plans would be 
continued indefinitely, the need for 
legislation would not be great. 
is the fear in Congress, however, 
that there might be a change in 
officials which would cause a swing 
to the left that keeps the demand 
for legislation alive. 


Bell Heads Toledo Club 
For Sales Executives 

TOLEDO.— Election of George 
Harold Bell, sales director of 
Willys-Overland Motors, as_ the 
first president of the Toledo Sales 
Executive Club, is announced. 

Other officers are F. A. Nealon, 
of the Electric Auto-Lite Co., first 
vice-president, and E. H. Rude, 
Rex Research Corp., second vice- 
president. 


It | 


| 


not entitled to guarantees under 
the Wagner Labor Act. 

Before the ruling, C. E. Wilson, 
president of General Motors, had 
asserted that unionization of 
foremen would result in indus- 
trial anarchy. 

Several months ago the union 
appealed the NLRB decision, and 
has been waiting for a new ruling 
since that time. 

The strike at Ford of Canada 
was resumed after the UAW-CIO 
charged that the new grievance 
procedure proposed by the govern- 
ment labor board was the same as 
that proposed by the company Apr. 
17 and turned down by the union. 

* * * 

Meeting in Minneapolis, the 
UAW-CIO executive board fixed as 
its next big objective a guaranteed 
annual wage for all workers in the 
automotive industry. 


Fisher Attains 
Volume Output 
On B.-29 Parts 


DETROIT. — Volume _ production 
of major parts and assemblies for 
the B-29, the Army Air Forces’ 
new Superfortress, has been at- 
tained by Fisher Body, it was an- 
nounced last week by E. F. Fisher, 
division general manager. 

By utilizing facilities in eight of 
its 16 armament-producing plants, 
the company’s output of these as- 
semblies and parts is ahead of 
schedule. 

Originally scheduled to assemble 
the bombers in its huge Cleveland 
plant, the company still is under- 
taking to produce more than 80 
percent of its original B-29 con- 
tract despite its assignment to 
build and assemble a long-range 
fighter plane, details of which have 
not yet been disclosed by the War 
department. It also was disclosed 
that daily shipments of all B-29 
parts and assemblies are being 
made by each Fisher plant at a 
steadily increasing rate. 

The number of B-29 parts being 
turned out by Fisher Body is well 
up into the thousands and repre- 
sents the largest single contract 
held by the company. Altogether 
there are 12 major assemblies be- 
ing produced for the Superfortress, 
including all the nacelles used by 
the final assembly plants operated 
by Boeing, Bell and Martin in vari- 
ous parts of the country. These 
assemblies include rudders, ailer- 
ons, elevators, outboard wings, 
flaps, horizontal and vertical sta- 
bilizers, dorsal fins, tail gun turret, 
rudder pedal and exhaust collector 
assemblies. 

The Fisher plants currently en- 
gaged in the production of vital 
parts and materials for the B-29, 
in addition to the Cleveland plants, 
are located in Detroit, Lansing and 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 


Strelinger Elected 


N-K Treasurer 


DETROIT.— Godfrey Strelinger, 
formerly assistant to the general 
sales manager of Nash, has been 
elected treasurer and assistant sec- 
retary of Nash-Kelvinator Corp., 
succeeding the late G. V. Egan, it 
was announced last week by 
George W. Mason, president. 

Strelinger has spent 15 years 
with Kelvinator and later with 
Nash following merger of the two 
companies in 1937. The company 
also announced that Strelinger has 
been elected a director and secre- 
tary-treasurer of its subsidiary, 
Refrigeration Discount Corp. 


New-Car Quotas 
For May 


Quota Reserve 
174 
453 
369 
364 
456 


Regions 
Boston 
New York 
Cleveland 
Atlanta 
Dallas 
Chicago 
Denver 





— 


“BDIGEST EDITION AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, MAY 8, 1944 


) 


HELP WANTED 


PARTS MANAGER WANTED for large 
Dodge and Plymouth Agency in a large 
city in Colorado. Must be capable of 
taking complete charge. Answer in own 
handwriting stating salary expected, 
past experience, qualifications, 
references and also draft status. 
working conditions, good climate, 
good living conditions. STANDARD 
MOTOR COMPANY, 1300 Glenarm Place, 
Denver 4, Colorado. 


SERVICE MANAGER WANTED. Old, 
well established Dealer in Mobile, Ala., 
handling Chrysler Products wants a man 
capable of handling men_ successfully, 
keeping them loyal, and the public 
satisfied in the Service Department. 
Must be capable of making plans for 
expansion and executing them. This is 
an opportunity for the man who can 
plan, organize and promote the service 
end of the business. It will be a 
permanent connection and the possibili- 
ties limited only by the man’s ability. 
The remuneration will be ample. Proof 
of your qualifications will be required. 
So please furnish full information about 
yourself, including your health, in first 
letter together with references. Negotia- 
tions will be confidential if desired. 
P. O. Box 80, Mobile 1, Alabama. 


SERVICE MANAGER. WANTED. One of 
the largest Chevrolet dealers in New 
Mexico, established since 1925 has open- 
ing for a first class Service Manager. 
Excellent climate, good working condi- 
tions, normal living cost. Right man 
can make $400 to $500 a month. Box 
638, c/o Automotive News, Detroit 2. 


NATIONALLY KNOWN MANUFACTUR- 
ER of automotive replacement parts re- 
quires the services of a Sales Manager. 
Excellent opportunity with a large estab- 
lished company. Full details will be held 
in strict confidence. Box 639, c/o 
Automotive News, Detroit 2. 


SERVICE MANAGER and ASSISTANT. 
Ford or Chevrolet experience, mechani- 
cal, body, paint, etc. Excellent postwar 
prospects. Must be capable handling 
men and customers. Airmail experience, 
qualifications and references to YOUNG, 
2641 E. Anaheim St., Long Beach, Calif. 


EXPERIENCED FORD PARTS MAN. 
Two experienced Ford mechanics needed 
to take care of increased business. Ex-| 
cellent opportunity. Good salary. Perma- 
nent connection. Must be draft exempt 
and please give full information when 
replying. JESSE M. CHASE, Ford 
Dealer, Pocatello, Idaho. | 

| 


FIELD SALES EXECUTIVE. A leading; 
automotive manufacturer requires one or 
two men now. Will also welcome con- | 
tacts with capable men who have had 
field sales management experience andi 
who desire a postwar connection. Com- } 
munication will be kept confidential. 
WMC regulations covering present as- | 
signment strictly observed. Box 647, 
c/o Automotive News, Detroit 2. 


WILL 
WHOLESALE 


1000 GOOD CARS 
WITH 
5000 GOOD TIRES 


9. EVANS 


World’s Largest Dealer 


Wire — Phone or Write Manager of 
Our Nearest Store 

N. ¥. C.: 217 West 57th St., Mr. Nelsen, 
Phone—Circle 7-0532 


Phila., Pa.: 909 N. Broad St., Mr. Hough, 
Phone—Stevenson 3693 


Atlanta, Ga.: 241 Spring St., Mr. Mill- 
ing, Phone—Jackson 5661 


Savannah, Ga.: 106 E. Bryan, Mr. Lord, 
Phone—Sav. 8880 


Jacksonville, Fla.: 5th & Main Sts., Mr. 
Marley, Phone—Jack. 5-5522 


Orlando, Fla.: 101 W. Central, Mr. 
Evans, Phone—Orlando 5565 


West Palm Beach, Fla.: 301 So. Dixie, 
Mr. Twitty, Phone—W PB 7020 


Tampa, Fla.: 201 So. Tampa, Mr. John- 
son, Phone—Tampa 4465 


Miami, Fla.: 1622 N. E. 2nd Ave., Mr. 
Evans, Phone—Miami 2-8158 


R. S. EVANS BUYS MORE 
SELLS MORE CARS 
EVERY DAY—THAN 
ANY OTHER DEALER 

IN THE U.S.A. 


CLASSIFIED WANT AD dead Ae Aad 


Reaching an estimated 50,000 
Maine to California. Low rates: 


for 3 insertions. Cash in advance. 


readers engaged in all branches of the automotive industr from 


TEN CENTS (10¢) PER WORD for one insertion or ae fd word 
Count initials and groups of numbers as one word. Ads may be 


signed with your full name and address at regular rates, but if signed ‘Box No , in care of 
this address and extra service 
as replies are forwarded, unopened, the same day received. Display Ads: $7 per inch, per insertion 


WANT AD DEPT., AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, 5229 CASS AVE., DETROIT 2, MICH. 


Automotive News, Detroit 2. 


HELP WANTED 


SERVICE MANAGER with one of the’ 


largest Chevrolet Dealers in the state of 
Kansas, whose Customer Sales average 
Twelve Thousand Dollars per Month. 
Modern shop with complete modern 
equipment. Unlimited opportunity for 
the right man. Box 646, c/o Automo- 
tive News, Detroit 2. 


WANTED: AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE 
MANAGER—Opportunity in large ex- 
panding Dodge and Plymouth agency in 


Philadelphia for man with experience | 


and capacity for leadership. Business 
established since 1912. Salary will be 
satisfactory to right man. Write com- 
plete qualifications to Box 641, c/o 
Automotive News, Detroit 2. 


WANTED: EXPERIENCED parts and 
accessories salesman to travel territory 
in Middle West. Write Box 645, c/o 
Automotive News, Detroit 2. 


WANTED: BODY AND FENDER metal 
men—Two with long experience to work 
in Dodge and Plymouth agency in 
Philadelphia. Top wages and ideal work- 
ing conditions. Permanent employment 
if satisfactory. Box 642, c/o Automo- 
tive News, Detroit 2. 


BEAR WHEEL RACK MAN, prefer ene 
having knowledge of frame straighten- 
ing, ideal working conditions, guaran- 
teed minimum. Wire or write, INGMAN 
MOTORS, 1864 SW 8th St., Miami 35, 
Florida. 


ee ee es, 


AUCTION 


EVERY FRIDAY 
1:30 P.M.— Rain or Shine 


Southern Auto 
Auction Mart 


| 

| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| 

| | 
| 1827 W. Broad, 
Richmond, Virginia , 
| Where Buyers and Sellers get | 
| together! A big sale of clean | 
| ! 
| 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 


cars, all choice merchandise, 
every Friday. 


“The South’s Largest 
Auto Auction Mart” 


Gilbert Brown, Manager 


Attend in Person, Write for 
Particulars or Telephone 5-2847. 


a ee se ee ee ee oe ee 


POSITION WANTED 


SERVICE MANAGER—Twenty years car 
and truck experience. Member Chevrolet 
“85'’' Club, wishes to change location. 
What have you to offer? Box 637, c/o 
Automotive News, Detroit 2. 


EQUIPMENT — PARTS — ACCESSORIES 
for Pacific Coast distribution. Can 
establish aggressive sales representation 
all key points direct to trade, on exclu- 
sive non-competing lines. Write DON 
HILL, 4034 N.E. Broadway, Portland 
13, Oregon. 


SERVICE MANAGER for Chrysler-Plym- 
outh distributor or direct dealer. Have 
had 15 years experience with Chrysler 
products. Address Box 644, c/o Auto- 
motive News, Detroit 2. 





USED CARS WANTED 


HEARSES, FUNERAL CARS or AM- 
BULANCES. Will buy clean 1936 or 
newer models. Henry Von, 3209 Victor, 
Kansas City, Missouri. 


| 

CONVERTIBLES & STATION WAGONS. 
1939-42. Sam _ Greenfield, 3510 E.| 
142nd. St., Cleveland. ! 


WANT 1941 or 1942 wrecked, burned or 
damaged, Ford, Chevrolet, Plymouth, | 
Mercury, Dodge, DeSoto cars. Box 640, 
c/o Automotive News, Detroit 2. 


WANT LOW MILEAGE spotless 1942 
Zephyr or Continental Club Coupe. 
Trussell Motor Co., Athens, Ga. 


NEW CARS WANTED 


NEW AND USED CARS WANTED. | 
We must buy 100—1942 new or used! 
Plymouth or Chevrolet 2 door or 4 door 
sedans. Will pay top dollar for clean 
low mileage cars. Call or write DAVID 
T. ROBINSON CO., 4733 Chestnut 8t., 
Philadelphia, Penna.—Sherwood 1700. 


Mich.”’ add One _ Dollar $1) for 


| NEW CARS FOR SALE 


TEN NEW HUDSON ’42 Sedans for sale. 
$100 below ceiling, F.O.B. Phila., Pa. 
BELL AUTO CO., 1529 N. Broad St., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


CHRYSLER '42 (new) Imperial Crown 
limousine, 7 passenger. Will sell or 
trade. Box 628, c/o Automotive News, 
Detroit 2. 


PLENTY OF NEW CARS—New Hudsons, 
all body styles and models, also new 
Nashs, all body styles. Will sell any 
number. Bogda’s Nash Co., 1018 W. 
Meridian, Indianapolis, Indiana. 


USED CARS POR SALE 


70 SHARP, LOW MILEAGE ’40 and ’41 
models, all makes, with matched original 
tires now available for immediate whole- 
sale. Call, wire or see Bogda’s Nash 
Co., 1018 N. Meridian, Indianapolis, Ind 


MODELS FROM 1937 TO 1942, Prices 
Right. 400 late model cars on hand 
Large selection of convertibles. Cadil- 
lacs, LaSalles, Buicks, Oldsmobiles, 
Pontiacs, Chevrolets, Fords, Plymouths, 
Dodges, Chryslers, DeSotos, Hudsons 
Nashes, Willys. Finest Selection in This 
Part of the Country. OHIO AUTO 
— 4307 Euclid Ave., Cleveland 3 

o. 


| 


12 LATE MODEL USED CARS. Have 
facilities for rail shipment and will 
supervise loading. Can be handled 
through your bank or finance company 
J. F. O’Connor, Inc., 935 Erie Blvd. E. 
Syracuse, N. Y. 


1940 CADILLAC SERIES 75—7 pass. 
limousine. Color black. Driven only 
21,000 miles. Appearance and mechani- 
cal condition like new. Hon, Smithson 
& Raymond, 1809 Devon Ave., Chicago, 
Illinois. 


1938 OLDSMOBILE, automatic trans- 
mission, completely rebuilt with new 
parts. Write Northern Automobile Com- 
pany, Bozeman, Mont. 


, 1941 CLEAN, LOW MILEAGE CARS. 
Sam Greenfield, 3510 E. 142nd. St., 
| Cleveland, Ohio. 


' 
USED CARS FOR SALE—175 used cars 
1940, 1941 and 1942 Models. All makes 
and models including Station Wagons 
and Convertibles. Excellent loading and 
shipping facilities to any part of the 
country. CHRYSLER PITTSBURGH 
COMPANY, INC., 5625 Baum Blvd., 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


WHOLESALING: 1942-1941 clean, low 
mileage cars. SAM GREENFIELD, 3510 
E. 142nd., Cleveland, Ohio. LOngacre 
6705. 


WANTED buyers who are in position to 


pay top price for late model, low mile- 
age, clean, good rubber cars. Write J. 
W. CHEESEMAN, Chevrolet-Olds Dealer, 
Slippery Rock, Pa. 


FOR SALE-—Buick 41-90 8 Pass., 12,000 
miles, W.W.R. & H; Cadillac 40-72 
7 Pass., 13,000 H; Cadillac 39-75 7 
Pass., 27,000 H, Match Set Goodyear 
W.W., SOO Miles. Perfect cars, all 
black, no dealer. EARL E. JENKINS, 
Buick Sales and Service, Margaretville, 
| im 2 


1942 BUICK SUPER SEDANETTE, 1941 
Buicks, Chryslers, Dodges, Oldsmobiles, 
Packards, Plymouths, 1941 E. E. Mack 
Truck, 1939 Indian Servicar. CHAM- 
BERS MOTOR COMPANY, New Castle, 


BEN FISHEL AUTOMOBILE 
AUCTION COMPANY 
at 10:30 a.m. 

Every Tuesday—Rain or Shine 
Used Cars and Trucks On Hand 
At AH Times 
FOR DEALERS ONLY 
WE BUY WE SWAP WE SELL 
COME BUY COME SELL 


Phones 127-128-591 
2112-14-16 Sycamore S8t. 
Cairo, DL 


| 


WANTED—Chevrolet, Ford, Dodge or. 


World’s Largest 
Wholesale Dealer 
Thanks You! 


The response to our spe- 
cial telephone service 
has been terrific. Deal- 
ers have found it elimi- 
nates costly trips to New 
York, transportation 
worries and in short is 
an ideal way to buy cars. 


Let Reliance Motors do 
the work for you. We 
deliver, load, and ship 
right to your door. 
Financial arrangements || 
to your convenience. 


Why not call or wire Mr. 
Horton now for sample 


carload? Over 300 cars 


in stock. 
& 


RELIANCE MOTORS 
2040 Broadway at 70th Street 
New York, N. Y. 
TEL.—TRAFALGAR 4-2830 


TRUCKS FOR SALE 


FOR SALE: New 2% yard dump bodies, 
26 ft. and 30 ft. new flat body trailers, 
no increment. J. Swanton Ivy, Ince., 


Athens, Georgia. 


1942 DODGE 3 TON NEW 
W.K.A. 60 155 W.B 


1941 FORD 6 CYL. TRACTOR 
1939 CASE CAR TRAILER 


(Will carry 4 pass. cars) 


19389 BROCKWAY 3 T. 
DUMPER 


1938 FRUEHAUF 30 FT. 
TRAILER 


U. S. BEST TRUCK SALES 
1689 Bedford Ave., Bklyn., N. Y. 


BUSSES WANTED 


BUSES WANTED! Send lst of all your 


surplus equipment at once. Buses 


Bought, Sold, Exchanged. Consolidated } 


Bus and Equipment Company, 420 Lex- 


ington Avenue, New York City, N. Y.| 


RADIOS WANTED 


WANTED: New 1941-42 Pontiac radios. 


Quote quantity and prices. Box 625, 
c/o Automotive News, Detroit 2. 


WANTED NEW CAR RADIOS, any model. ! 


Advise quantity available, price wanted, 
etc. 3Zear Cat Stores, 2325 So. Michigan 
Ave., Chicago 18, Il. 


DEALERSHIP WANTED 





Buick dealership with 100 to 250 car 
potential in a southern state. Write Box 


634, c/o Automotive News, Detroit 2. 
Te: | 


DEALERSHIP FOR SALE 


DOC GREINER MOTORS, INC., includ- 


ing name, New York state dealers li- 
cense, lease, furniture, deposits, ete., 
$2,500. Phone Endicott 2-1474 or write 
215 West End Ave., New York City. 





| PONTIAC DEALERSHIP Western Penn- 


Sylvania. Sold over 400 new cars in 
1941. With or without real estate. 
Established 1918. New and used cars. 
Parts at cost. A going concern making 
good profits right now. Will take 
$20,000 cash to swing deal. 30x 643, 
c/o Automotive News, Detroit 2. 


Buy in Hartford! 
GOOD USED 
CARS at LOW 
WHOLESALE 
PRICES 


@ All makes—All Body Styles— 
All models from 1936-1942. 


Most are low mileage cars, 
have 5 A-1 tires. 


Lower prices than in any other 
market. 


Rail facilities to all points 
daily arranged by as. 


Cail or wire us. ... We will 
make hotel reservations. 


CAPITOL MOTORS, INC. 


368 Main Street, Tel. 7-8144 
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 


or 
O’MEARA MOTOR CO. 
653 Conn. Boulevard, Tel. 8-2176 
EAST HARTFORD, CONN. 
These two firms have been in 
business over 25 years. 


EET CR ER 
ps _PARTS WANTED 


RADIATOR GRILLE, complete, for 1939 
Oldsmobile. Quaker City Motors, 4233 
Frankford Avenue, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Telephone Delaware 6800. 





WANTED: 1939 Buick grilles Nos. group 
11266 - 1309076, 11266 - 1309077, 18130- 
1308895, and left front fender. Box 636, 
c/o Automotive News, Detroit 2. 


| WANTED: New or used crank shaft for 
1940 Bantam. Brown Auto Sales, 5020 
| Buelid __Euolid Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio. Cleveland, Ohio. 


| WANTED—New or used right front fender or used right front fender 

for 1941 Oldsmobile Model 70. ROSE 
OLDSMOBILE CO., 526 Central Ave., 
Albany, N. Y. 


Studebaker Champion. State condition 
and price. NORFOLK MOTORS, INC., 
19 Water Street, E. Weymouth, Mass. 


WANTED NEW OR USED 1939 Chevrolet 
left front fender. Will pay retail. Write 
H. Deets Warfield, Mt. Airy, Md. 


PARTS FOR SALE 


sete ieee 
1941 BUICK SPECIAL MOTOR and 
Transmission complete with dual car- 
buretors, starter _ generator. Ist. 
class condition, $22: Garner Motor Co., 
Poplar Bluff, sisnount. 


| 
: FRONT FENDER for a 1939 


1941 DODGE SEDAN BODY, 1939 Chev- 
rolet cab, frame, rear housing, front 
axle and springs, radiator. '3S Packard, 
S cylinder motor and trans, perfect. 
"41 Dodge express body, new Dodge 
motors, used Dodge motors, '39 to 
‘41 Dodge express’ fenders KAPUS 
GARAGE, INC., Superior, Wisconsin. 

SS 

NOTICE—-We have 1942 CHEVROLET 
PARTS: Doors, Trunk Lids, Upholstery, 
Hardware and Glass. 40% to 60% off 
list. Write for free complete price list. 
Cooper-Lewis Co., Inc., 238 Broadway, 
tevere 51, Mass : 


EQUIPMENT WANTED 


SUNNEN BUSHING GRINDER in good 
condition. State all details in reply. 
Box 626, c/o Automotive News, 
Detroit, 2. 


EQUIPMENT POR SALE 


BENDIX DYNAMOMETER: Above floor 
model, easy to install or move, com- 
plete with cooling fan, exhaust analyzer, 
and other accessories, equal to new 
condition. Will sacrifice for $1,000 which 
is less than ‘» cost new. SELL MOTOR 
CoO., 714 U. 8S. Nat. Bank Bidg., 
Johnstown, Pa. Phone 21231. 


NEW WRECKER TOW CRANE in original 
crate. Will fit most any type ef pick-up 
or truck. Will sacrifice! Box 635, c/o 
Automotive News, Detroit 2. 

SURPLUS REYNOLDS @& REYNOLDS 
perpetual customer follow-up board 
48” x 64”, also same make perpetual 
used car control board 48” x 607”. 
Both in excellent condition, $40 each. 
Box 627, c/o Automotive News, 
Detroit 2. 





GARAGE EQUIPMENT —electric chassis 
dynomometer, complete with generators, 
compensators, cooling fans and back 
ground display. Used 3 months. Original 
cost, $4800. Will sell for $2000. Apply 
30x 633, c/o Automotive News, Detroit 2. 


BARRETT BRAKE Turning Lathe, 
Weaver Wheel Aligner, Weaver Brake 
Tester. Yingling Chevrolet Co., 300 8. 
Topeka, Wichita, Kansas. 


| Coe cs 
The Great Mid-West Market 


INDIANAPOLIS 
Sensational Indiana Auto «+ 
AUCTION 
For Auto Dealers Only, Every 
THURSDAY 1 p.m. 


Access to over 500 pieces 


THE SCHAEFER CO. 
Phone, Wire or Write 
915 N. Illinois 
Belmont 2909J — Riley 0827 
Indianapolis, Ind. 
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Dealers Short of Parts 
For Sixth of Cars 


WASHINGTON. — One customer | 
out of every six throughout the 
country in need of automobile re- 
pair work, involving parts replace- 
ments, is now being turned down 
by dealers permanently or tem- 
porarily because the required parts | 
are not available, 
survey just completed by the 
National Automobile Dealers Assn. 
reveals. 

A group of key dealers in all 


Shell Production 
Ends at Chrysler 


Evansville Plant 


EVANSVILLE, Ind. — Manufac- 
ture of calibers 45 and 30 carbine 
ammunition at Chrysler Corp.’s 
Ordnance plant here ceased last 
week as its government contract 
expired, but the plant will remain 
open to repackage cartridges al- 
ready completed for America’s 
fighting forces, C. L. Jacobson, 
plant manager, announced. 

Approximately 2,000 employes 
will remain on the Ordnance 
plant’s payroll to repack the am- 
munition, and an estimated 2,500 
employes to be laid off because 
of the contract termination are be- 
ing registered for jobs in other 
plants in a reemployment office 
established inside the Ordnance 
plant. 

During the months of actual pro- 
duction, the plant manufactured in 
the neighborhood of 3,000,000,000 
rounds of caliber 45 cartridges for 
service pistols and tommy-guns, 
and caliber 30 cartridges for the 
carbine. 

In announcing the contract 
termination, Jacobson said: 

“This machinery is being kept 
in a stand-by condition for what- 
ever use or disposition the govern- 
ment might declare is necessary in 
the interests of the war effort.” 


MEWA Warned 


Of Fight for | 


Postwar Business | 


NEW YORK.—Discussing plans 


of national distributors of various; 
types to capture the largest possi- | 22nounced 


a nationwide ; 


parts of the country, who do the 
bulk of the business in their re- 
spective communities, reported that 
they carried an overage parts in- 
ventory of $23,004 Apr. 1 this year. 
This compared with an average of 
$21,756 on Jan. 1, 1944, and with 
$19,919 Jan. 1, 1943. 

“Such increased inventories seem- 
ingly should have been adequate 
to take care of the current busi- 
ness demand,” 
out, “but, unfortunately, they have 
not been at all adequate because 
cars are now older and are re- 
quiring many more repairs.” 

The survey revealed that the in- 


/ creasing demands for parts re- 


placements has forced up sales 


' greatly out of proportion to in- 
. creases 


in inventories. For ex- 
ample, the reports show that dur- 
ing December, 1942, the average 
parts sales per dealer was 8,180. 
One year later, December, 1943, 
sales demands had forced up sales 
to $10,358, an increase of 26.6 per- 
cent, while in March, 1944, or only 
three months later, sales had 
grown to an average of $11,895 for 
the month. This represented a gain 
over December, 1942, of 45.4 per- 
cent. 

Sales thus have been increasing 
three times as fast as inventories 
during the last 15 months. The 
percentages of inventory increases 
since Jan. 1, 1943, in the various 
areas of the country have been as 
follows: 

Eastern’ states, 10.2; 
5.8; Rocky Mountain, 27.3; 
western, 21.9; Southern, 20. 

Percentages of sales increases in 
these same groups over the same 
period were: 

Eastern, 53; Central, 28.3; Rocky 
Mountain, 43.4; Midwestern, 39.2; 
Southern, 26. 

The reports show that serious 
shortages are developing in trans- 
mission parts, pistons, rings and 
rods, crankshafts, clutch parts, 


Central, 
Mid- 


; running gears, axles, springs, shock 


absorbers, cylinder blocks and 


' steering parts. 


Graham Names Shatzel 


Production Manager 

DETROIT.— J. Milton Shatzel 
has been appointed production 
manager of Graham-Paige, it was 
last week by Vice- 


ble share of the automotive after-; President E. R. Harrell. “In this 


market volume, B. W. Ruark, gen-' 
eral manager of the Motor and 
Equipment Wholesalers 


newly created position,” said Har- 
rell, “Shatzel will direct the activi- 


Assn.,j ties of the material control, re- 


warned wholesalers at the recent; ceiving and shipping, traffic, dis- 


regional conference here that they 
will probably be faced with the 
keenest competition they have yet! 
experienced when 
from war to peace has been ac- 
complished and when _ production 
again catches up with demand. 

Ruark urged wholesalers’ to 
get ready now to meet that com- 
petition by planning to put every 
department of their business on 
the most efficient basis possible. 
He suggested that they pay spe- 
cial attention to the trend toward 
improved sales organization and 
selling, the growing importance of 
the automotive wholesalers ma- 
chine shop, the trend toward 
branch-store expansion and _ the 
stepped-up demand for service 
equipment when the war ends. 
Manufacturers, he said, can best 
assist wholesalers by following 
policies that do not place them at 
unfair disadvantage in competing 
with national distributors, and 
also by developing and applying 
improved marketing programs and, 
sales promotion aids. 

The conference, the first of a 
series of regional meetings, drew 
2,300 representatives of automo- 
tive wholesalers and manufac- 
turers. The second conference is 
scheduled for May 8-9 in Chi- 
cago. 


Beyer to Leave 


ODT May 15 


WASHINGTON.—Otto S. Beyer, 
director of the division of trans- 
port personnel, Office of Defense 
Transportation, will leave the ODT 
May 15, Col. J. Monroe Johnson, 
director, officially announced last 
week. 


patching, and general stores de- 
partments.” 
Shatzel comes to Graham-Paige 


of Chicago. 

Meanwhile, Thomas C. Leake, 
chief engineer, announced appoint- 
ment of T. F. Schrag as assistant 
chief engineer. 
ham-Paige after 18 years with the 
Timken Roller Bearing Co., where 
he was field engineer. 


the report points | 


Schrag joins Gra-; 


Incentive Plans Boost 


Output 25-40 Percent 
WASHINGTON. — Wage _ in- 
centive plans are accounting for 
an average increase in produc- 
tive performance of 25 to 40 
percent in regions where they 
have been adopted, John W. 
Nickerson, director of the War 
Production Board’s manage- 
ment consultant division, told 
the American Foundrymen’s 
Assn. in Buffalo last week. 
“Ninety-five percent of the 
plans indicate gains of over five 
percent, and some run from 100 
to 150 percent in specific instal- 
lations,” the WPB official said. 
Nickerson said the _ special 
type of incentive plan that is 
applied to the individual worker 
and is based upon time studies 
results in increases in produc- 
tivity averaging over 60 percent. 
Other types of plans — those 
based on past performance and 
those applying to departments 
and whole plants—are produc- 
“ing increases averaging some- 
what less than 30 percent. 


Detroit Drive 
On Bad Brakes 
| Cuts Accidents 


DETROIT.—The city’s accident 
rate dropped 30 percent on the 
second day of the police drive to 
eliminate defective brakes, it was 
announced last week by the Acci- 
dent Prevention Bureau. 

The report showed 47 accidents, 
compared to 63 the day before. 
Eighteen persons were _ injured, 
most of them not seriously. There 
were no fatalities. 

Of the 47 accidents reported, five 
were due directly to defective 
brakes. In other cases, the report 
said, brakes were probably defec- 
tive, but damage to the automo- 
biles made tests impossible. 

Thirty-eight of 889 cars tested 
got tickets. When cars are found 
to have unsafe brakes, the drivers 
are given tickets requiring appear- 
ance at the Violations Bureau, and 
in serious cases their cars are im- 
pounded until arrangements for 
repairs are made. 

In cases in which accidents are 
involved, or brakes are flagrantly 
bad, reckless driving charges are 
brought. 


ODT Names Dow 


Assistant Director 


WASHINGTON.—Col. J. Monroe 
Johnson, director of the Office of 
Defense Transportation, last week 
announced the appointment of 
Fayette B. Dow as assistant direc- 
tor of the ODT in charge of liquid 
transport. 

Dow has been in charge of petro- 


reconversion; from Foote Gear & Machinery Co.|leum transport for the ODT since 


January, 1942—first as assistant to 
the late Joseph B. Eastman, then 
| as director of the division of petro- 
leum and other liquid transport. 
This division coordinates the move- 
|'ment of petroleum and _ other 
liquids by rail, waterway, tank 
i'truck and pipeline. 


| 


Automotive Plant Profits 


Are Cut in Half 


DETROIT.—The profit margin of 
automotive companies on_ total 
sales has been cut in half in the 
past four years, George Romney, 


managing director of the Automo-| 


tive Council for War Production, 
reported last week. 

Net income after taxes in 1943 
amounted to 4.1 cents per dollar of 
sales, compared with a profit show- 
ing of 8.3 cents in the peacetime 
year of 1940, it was shown in a 
survey of 36 automotive vehicle 
and parts manufacturers whose 
1943 annual reports are available. 

The margin of profit on sales in 
the automotive industry has been 
steadily dropping, the year by year 
comparisons being as follows: 

Year Net Profit 


In 1943, total taxes paid by auto- 
motive concerns were more than 
twice as great as net earnings 
after federal taxes. Out of every 


| the 


| $1 of sales, 8.5 cents were paid out 
in taxes. 

In 1943, for every $1 of net in- 
come the tax collector took $2.07, 
while in 1940 the tax ratio amount- 
(ed to $1.11 on every dollar of 
income. 
| “Despite the fact that net profits 
on sales have been halved, last 
year’s net profit showing may still 
be subject to further downward 
readjustments, due to contract re- 
negotiations,” Romney said. 
“Through 


efficient 
methods, the automotive industry 
over the past several years has 
been able to effect savings run- 
ning in excess of two billion dol- 


|lars, which have been passed back 


to the government. Continuation 
of this practice may further affect 
changes in the annual 
21 parts companies and 15 
motor vehicle manufacturers who 
have submitted their data to the 
Automotive Council for compila- 
tion into preliminary industry 
totals.” 


| 


| 


reports of | 


GM War Output 
Now at Rate of 
4 Billion a Year 


NEW YORK.—Deliveries of war 
materials by General Motors in 
the first quarter of 1944 exceeded 
all previous records and were at 
a rate on an annual basis of ap- 
proximately $4,000,000,000, Alfred P. 
Sloan jr., chairman of the corpo- 
ration, revealed last week in his 
first quarter report to stockholders. 

Deliveries in the first quarter of 
1944 in comparison with the fourth 
quarter of 1943 and the first quar- 
ter of 1943 are: war material prod- 
ucts, $1,048,456,895; other products, 
$81,814,508; total net sales, $1,130,- 
271,403; fourth quarter, 1943, war 
materials, $1,021,403,845; other 
products, $75,040,477; total $1,096,- 
444,322; first quarter, 1943, war 
materials, $765,525,835; other prod- 
ucts, $48,004,112; total, $813,529,947. 

“War products delivered during 
the first quarter increased some- 
what over those in the fourth 
quarter of 1943, and were 37 per- 
cent greater than those in the 
first quarter of 1943,” Sloan re- 
ported. “These war material de- 
liveries as measured in dollar value 
were at a rate in excess of $12,000,- 
000 per day. Everything the corpo- 
ration is producing is either di- 
rectly or indirectly essential to the 
support of the war program.” 


For the first quarter of 1944 
there was an average of 494,307 
employes on the corporation’s pay- 
rolls, compared with an average of 
405,894 during the first quarter of 
1943. 

Payrolls in the first quarter of 
1944 totaled $363,100,279, compared 
with $285,308,239 for the first quar- 
ter of 1943. 

Net income, after providing for 
taxes in the amount of $71,081,000, 
for the ffirst quarter of 1944 
amounted to $41,060,455, compared 
with $33,074,031 for the same quar- 
ter a year ago. After paying regu- 
lar dividends of $2,294,555 on the 
$5 series preferred stock, there re- 
mained in the quarter under re- 
view net income of $38,765,900 


available for the common stock. 


This was equivalent to $0.88 per 
share on the average number of 
common shares outstanding during 
the period.. 


WPB Auto Post 
Set Up in Detroit 


DETROIT. — Establishment of 
the position of assistant regional 
director for automotive scheduling 
and appointment of C. E. Dempster 
to the position was announced last 
week by Carsten Tiedeman, re- 
gional director of the War Produc- 
tion Board. 

The new position assigns func- 
tions formerly handled by the 
Automotive Division, WPB Wash- 
ington, to the Detroit region. 
Scheduling or production of trucks, 
truck-trailers and critical compo- 
nent parts on the important truck 
program will clear through Demp- 
ster’s office, which has been estab- 
lished in the Office of Chief of 
Ordnance, Detroit. All other auto- 
motive activities will continue 
under the direction of Walter F. 
Wright, deputy director of the re- 
gional WPB office. 

Dempster is former zone man- 
ager of fleet sales for General Mo- 
tors in Los Angeles. 


Cevicios ‘Besians Pledge 
Aid in Safety Drive 


DETROIT.—Attending a special 
meeting called by President M. T. 


Patterson, the Assn. of Detroit 
Chevrolet Dealers last week put 
into effect a program of full co- 
operation with the Michigan State 
Safety committee and the Traffic 
Assn. of Detroit in the campaign 
to curb serious traffic accidents 
due to the operation of faulty, me- 


production | chanically unfit motor vehicles. 


At the same time, action sup- 
porting the program was instigated 
by Chevrolet dealers in Southern 
Michigan at a meeting presided 
over by R. E. O’Brien, Detroit zone | 
manager. All dealers pledged to} 
give service contributing to safety| 
priority over everything in their} 
shops except maintenance service| 
on trucks hauling essential war} 
materials. 

Jack Weed's Truckin’ will give yov 
some interesting views. 
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10 Million Tires 
Of All Synthetic 
Made So Far 


NEW YORK.—Robert S. Wilson, 
vice-president of Goodyear Tire & 
Rubber Co., revealed here last 
week that passenger-car tire pro- 
ducers have manufactured 10,000,- 
000 tires of 100 percent synthetic 
rubber so far. 

The synthetic-rubber tire is 96 
percent as good as the natural rub- 
ber tire, he told the Sales Execu- 
tive Club of New York. However, 
truck tires of synthetic rubber are 
not so good, he said. 

Four test fleets of trucks are 
running on synthetic tires, he said, 
and every scrap of knowledge 
gleaned from the tests is made 
available to every manufacturer. 
The Army is operating two of the 
fleets, the Office of the Rubber Di- 
rector, one, and the rubber indus- 
try, one. 

Continued research in synthetic 
rubber offers possibilities for future 
development of the uses of rubber 
that are almost boundless, he said. 

Supply of natural rubber today 
is down to 125,000 tons compared 
with 634,000 tons when Singapore 
fell, he said. 


Advertising 
Bendix to M J & A 


Ernest R. Breech, president of 
Bendix Aviation Corp., announced 
last week the appointment of Mac- 
Manus, John & Adams, Inc., as the 
corporation’s advertising counsel. 

The account will be under the 
supervision of Hovey Hagerman, 
vice-president of the agency. 

The Bendix educational news- 
paper advertising strip, “Capt. Ben 
Dix,” will continue to be handled 
by Lennen & Mitchell. 


Tongue Resigns 

Art Tongue, since 1936 advertis- 
ing manager of Chrysler division, 
has resigned to take another posi- 
tion in New York. 

No successor at Chrysler has 
been named as yet. 


Rowan Appointed 

George R. Fink, president of 
Great Lakes Steel Corp., announces 
the appointment of James A. 
Rowan as director of public rela- 
tions and advertising for the Great 
Lakes organization. The announce- 
ment was made in connection with 
the company’s plans for postwar 
distribution of Stran Steel build- 
ings and other products. 

Formerly of New Rochelle, N. Y., 
Rowan has been special assistant 
to the director of the War Produc- 
tion Board’s Steel division at 
Washington, and at various times 
has served in an editorial capacity 
for leading newspapers and busi- 


| * : 
| ness publications. 





